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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE DESPATCH OF AUSTRALIAN TROOPS TO REPLACE IRISH 
TROOPS IN UNEF 

1, AUSTRALIAN PRESS AFTERNOON OF MAY 28 (LOCAL TIME) REPORTS 
THAT AUSTRALIA HAS OFFERED TO REPLACE IRISH CONTINGENT IN UNEF 
IN MIDDLE EAST, FOLLOWING PLANS TO WITHDRAW LATTER DUE TO 
POLITICAL TROUBLES IN IRELAND. 

2. DFA (MICHAEL WILSON, ASSISTANT SECRETARY, DEFENSE POLICY 
BRANCH) TELLS US THAT STORY IS ESSENTIALLY CORRECT BUT THAT 
IT IS NOT YET CLEAR WHETHER UN WILL TAKE UP AUSTRALIAN OFFER. 
WILSON RECALLED THAT AUSTRALIA HAD OFFERED TO SEND CONTINGENT 
TO UNEF LAST OCTOBER BUT OFFER HAD NOT BEEN ACCEPTED BY UN FOR 
NUMBER OF REASONS, INCLUDING OTHER OFFERS AND CONSIDERATION OF 
POLITICAL ''BALANCE" OF UNEF. AUSTRALIAN MISSION TO UN HAS BEEN 
AUTHORIZED TO DISCUSS POSSIBLE AUSTRALIAN CONTINGENT WITH 
SECRETARY GENERAL'S OFFICE AND HAS REVIEWED MATTER WITH 
URQUHART. HOWEVER, URQUHART DOUBTS AUSTRALIAN OFFER WILL BE 
TAKEN UP, DUE TO POSSIBLE SOVIET OPPOSITION TO ANOTHER BRITISH 
COMMONWEALTH CONTINGENT IN UNEF IN ADDITION TO CANA- 
DIANS. AUSTRALIAN PERM REP AT UN HAS BEEN AUTHORIZED 

TO RESPOND POSITIVELY IF ASKED BY UN TO SEND CONTIN- 
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OF AFTERNOON OF MAY 28 (LOCAL TIME) AUSTRALIAN DEPT OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS HAS HAD NO RESPONSE ON OFFER AND DOES 
NOT KNOW WHAT ACTION LIKELY. 

3. WILSON TOLD EMBASSY THAT DFA UNDERSTANDS THAT NIGERIA 
AND ZAIRE HAVE ALSO OFFERED TO REPLACE IRISH AND SPECU- 
LATED THAT THEY MIGHT BE MORE ACCEPTABLE CANDIDATES THAN 
AUSTRALIA. 
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